[image: image1.jpg]S CENSUS or

QIAGRICULTURE

YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.






Sample “It’s Not too Late to Respond” Feature Story Copy

Use this sample feature story any time after February 4, 2013 informing farmers and ranchers it’s not too late to respond to the Census of Agriculture. The feature story can be used in your organization’s newsletter, website or other agriculture publications.

It’s Not too Late to Tell Your Story

Complete the Census of Agriculture Now

Like all business owners, farmers rely on a support system – soil experts, veterinarians and many others who make up a community – to run a successful operation. Farmers also depend on non-farming neighbors, many of whom have no connection to agriculture. These are more reasons that the 2012 Census of Agriculture is so important and valuable to farmers and the agriculture industry.  

As one USDA extension agent explained, having factual information provided by the Census is critical while building public trust of farmers and agriculture in general.

“The Census provides me with research-driven data to sell consumers on the importance of agriculture to their local economy and their improved ease of living on many levels,” the agent explains. “I also use the Census to prepare producers to better ‘tell the story’ of agriculture to fellow citizens. As a smaller percentage of our population is employed in production agriculture, I find that agricultural literacy among non-farming sectors is lacking.”  

While forms for the 2012 Census of Agriculture were only mailed to U.S. farmers and ranchers, the information it gathers can touch the lives and tables of everyone in the United States – from those living in rural Pennsylvania to those living in Los Angeles. 

“Coast-to-coast, the Census is the only source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in the nation,” said Renee Picanso, Census and Survey Division Director at USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). “The 2012 Census of Agriculture will provide USDA current information to help ensure an abundant, safe, and accessible food supply for all of America.”

Currently underway, the Census collects detailed data covering nearly every facet of U.S. agriculture. It looks at common commodities, livestock, and areas such as land use and ownership, production practices, and expenditures, and even explores other factors such as demographics, energy, and specialty agriculture – from artichokes to watercress and alpacas to rabbits. Census information can impact the way farmers do business and all of us buy and consume farm products in the 21st Century.

“With new information being collected, such as data on direct sales to consumers, we can learn more about access to fresh, locally grown and raised food through farmers markets, roadside stands, pick your own farms, and Community Supported Agriculture programs,” said Picanso. “This type of information from the 2012 Census of Agriculture can help create programs and educate consumers who have a desire to better connect with their food and the people who grow and raise it.” 

Although the deadline to submit Census forms recently passed, NASS stresses that it is not too late for producers to respond. In other words, it is not too late for farmers to be counted and “tell their stories.”

Farmers can return their forms by mail or online by visiting a secure website, www.agcensus.usda.gov. Federal law requires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual information confidential. For more information about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828). 
“The Census of Agriculture is your voice, your future, your responsibility,” added Picanso/or enter your name, organization, title here. “By responding, you tell your story and help others understand the importance and value of agriculture.”
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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