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YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.






Sample “It’s Not Too Late to Respond” Blog Copy



Use this sample blog copy any time after February 4, 2013 informing farmers and ranchers it’s not too late to respond to the Census of Agriculture. The blog can be used on your website or on other online platforms such as agriculture forums, news outlet sites, etc. 
There’s Still Time for the Agriculture Census – The Clock is Ticking


Spring [planting] is only weeks away so [State/specific commodity or industry/group] farmers are encouraged to take care of some unfinished business now. At the top of that to do list – the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is reminding producers that it’s not too late to respond to the 2012 Census of Agriculture and thanking those who already have. 
Conducted only once every five years by NASS, the Census provides detailed data covering nearly every facet of U.S. agriculture. It looks at land use and ownership, production practices, expenditures and other factors that affect the way farmers do business. Decision makers at the local and national level use Census of Agriculture data to make decisions that directly impact [State/specific commodity or industry/group] farmers, their operations and their communities – whether the farm is two acres or 2,000 acres. 
Census forms and other reminders should have already arrived in mailboxes. Although the deadline to submit Census forms recently passed, NASS stresses that it is not too late for producers to respond. YES, farmers can still send in their forms to be counted.
Farmers can return their forms online by visiting a secure website, www.agcensus.usda.gov or by mail. To complete the Census online, farmers will need a Census ID code. This code is on the mailing label of the Census form that was mailed to each farmer. It is a series of 17 numbers and letters that appear on the first line of the label, immediately above the bars.
Federal law requires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual information confidential. 
If producers have questions about the Census; lost, did not receive, or need help filling out their form, they can visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828). NASS has helpful tips available and people standing by to provide assistance. The Census of Agriculture is your voice, your future, your responsibility. 

###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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