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YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.






Sample Newsletter Copy



Use this sample newsletter copy highlighting the importance of the Census in your organization’s newsletter, website or other agriculture publications. 
Remember the Benefits of the Census of Agriculture this Thanksgiving
Whether they grow corn, raise hogs or plant fruits and vegetables, farmers across the United States all have one thing in common: Each stands to benefit from the 2012 Census of Agriculture.

Since farmers grow what we eat, Thanksgiving is the perfect time to reflect on just what they provide, both in volume and in variety. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), U.S. farmers will raise 254 million turkeys, and harvest 768 million pounds of cranberries and 47 billion pounds of potatoes this year. The most recent NASS data reports that producers also grew 1.1 billion pounds of pumpkins and 1.9 billion pounds of green beans to provide many sides dishes this Thanksgiving. 

The Census of Agriculture, which is conducted every five years, will soon provide farmers an opportunity to make their voices heard. Helping farmers who put food on our tables is what the Census of Agriculture does – in many different ways. 

An Indiana corn, soybean and hog farmer says the Census, which helps determine funding for agricultural and rural programs, is important to him and his farm.

“The pool of dollars available for many of these programs is determined by farmers’ responses to the Census of Ag, so it is vital for farmers to accurately report acreages and environmental practices,” he said, adding that data from the Census helps him make production decisions and identify changes or opportunities for his operation.

An important vehicle for farmers to have a say and help determine the next steps for many of USDA’s programs, the Census is also a tool for farmers to learn more about themselves. The last Census, held in 2007, revealed that the number of farmers in the U.S. is growing with 290,000 more farmers since 2002, as is the average age of those farmers.

“The Census is the leading source of facts about American agriculture,” said Renee Picanso, Census and Survey Division Director at NASS. “The wealth of data available from the Census includes statistics on small family farms to large farms; information on young, beginning farmers to older, experienced farmers; and insight into traditional, rural farming versus trends in areas such as lifestyle and urban farming.”

This Thanksgiving, keep in mind the value of agriculture and the importance of the Census of Agriculture. When you receive the Census form in the mail in late December or early January, go online to www.agcensus.usda.gov to respond. Or you can fill out the Census form and mail it 
back. Responses are due by February 4, 2013. For more information about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828). 
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