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Sample Feature Story Copy

Use this sample feature story copy highlighting the importance of the Census in your organization’s newsletter, website or other agriculture publications. 
Census of Agriculture Provides Farmers a Bounty of Benefits this Thanksgiving
A corn, soybean and hog farmer in Indiana. An organic vegetable and fruit grower from Maryland. And a commodity risk manager for a major Missouri-based food company.

What could these three possibly have in common this Thanksgiving? 

They each stand to benefit from the U.S. Census of Agriculture, which will soon provide farmers an opportunity to grow the future of agriculture and rural America. Conducted every five years, the Census provides insight and assistance for those who see agriculture as a career as well as those who consider it a way of life.

Thanksgiving is the perfect time to reflect on just what farmers provide, both in volume and in variety. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), U.S. farmers will raise 254 million turkeys, and harvest 768 million pounds of cranberries and 47 billion pounds of potatoes this year. The most recent NASS data reports that producers also grew 1.1 billion pounds of pumpkins and 1.9 billion pounds of green beans to provide many sides dishes this Thanksgiving. 

Helping farmers who put food on our tables is what the Census of Agriculture does – in many different ways. The Indiana farmer told NASS that the Census, which helps determine funding for agricultural and rural programs, is important to him and his farm.

“The pool of dollars available for many federal farm programs is determined by farmers’ responses to the Census of Ag, so it is vital for farmers to accurately report acreages and environmental practices,” he said, adding that data from the Census helps his overall operation. “The Census of Ag provides valuable data that I use to make production decisions and identify changes or opportunities for our operation. I also use the data as a benchmarking tool, tracking how our herd numbers, acreage, technology use and practices like nutrient management and conservation tillage compare to other farmers.”

A beginning farmer in Maryland who started a grazing and organic vegetable and fruit farm said she got her start using programs that rely on data from the Census of Agriculture.

“With the Census showing more and more small farms coming into production, I’m hopeful that funding for programs that benefit smaller farms will not only be preserved, but enhanced,” she said. “I looked at the number of producers in my state engaged in practices similar to mine – both in terms of the kinds of crops and livestock, as well as the conservation practices we are going to employ – and I felt encouraged.”
For the commodity risk manager, the Census of Agriculture data is invaluable in providing information about production, consumption and inventories within the agricultural sector.

“For any competitive market to function efficiently, all market participants must operate with similar knowledge,” he explained. “Without equal knowledge, distortions occur and markets become easily manipulated due to the imbalance of information.”

The Census is one of the most important vehicles for farmers to have a say and help determine the next steps for many of USDA’s programs. It is also a tool for farmers to learn more about themselves. The last Census, held in 2007, revealed that the number of farmers in the U.S. is growing, as is the average age of those farmers.

Also discovered in the 2007 Census was the fact that the number of women farmers grew by 30 percent between 2002 and 2007. As the beginning female farmer in Maryland put it, it’s important to know that there are other farmers out there on the same path she is.
“It’s important to ensure we will be able to find supplies, support and the critical mass necessary to collectively garner a stake in the regional marketplace,” she said. “The data told me a story about my area, and I felt that we were making the right choices for our locale.”

This Thanksgiving, keep in mind the value of agriculture and the importance of the Census of Agriculture. When you receive your census form in the mail in late December or early January, go online to www.agcensus.usda.gov to respond. Otherwise, fill out the Census form and mail it back. Responses are due by February 4, 2013.

For more information about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828).

###
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