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YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.






Sample Respond Newsletter Copy



Use this sample newsletter copy highlighting the importance of responding to the Census in your organization’s newsletter, website or other agriculture publications. 

Get Connected by Responding to the 2012 Census of Agriculture Online

The number of “connected” farmers in the United States increased from 50 percent in 2002 to 57 percent in 2007, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). And many are wondering if this trend will continue to rise, and if so by how much, when results of the 2012 Census of Agriculture are revealed.

For now, farmers and ranchers across the nation should be on the lookout for their Census of Agriculture forms, which will arrive in mailboxes by January. Completed forms are due February 4, 2013. 

And because more farmers and ranchers reported having Internet access during the last Census, NASS is again offering producers an option of getting connected to the Census and completing it online by visiting a secure website at www.agcensus.usda.gov.
The Census, conducted only once every five years by NASS, is more than a count of U.S. farms and ranches and the people who operate them. It is a look at land use and ownership, production practices, expenditures and other things that affect the way farmers do business in the 21st Century. 

After receiving stakeholder input, NASS made several changes to the Census form to ensure the information gathered reflects the most current information needs of the agriculture industry. One such change was modifying the question on Internet access to gather information on the type of service used to access the Internet, including mobile connections via Smart phones and tablets. 

“This type of census information is used by companies, cooperatives, planners and lawmakers who serve farmers and rural communities – including federal, state and local governments, agribusinesses, trade associations and many others,” said Renee Picanso, NASS Census and Survey Division director. “Farmers and ranchers can also use Census data to help make informed decisions about the future of their own operations.”
Taking part in the Census is increasingly important to farmers and farm communities because it provides insight into every county in every state across the nation. It is also invaluable to help farmers tell the story and value of American agriculture today to their urban and non-farming neighbors.
To get connected and complete the Census online, farmers will need the survey code found on the mailing label of the Census form that was mailed to each farmer. The code is a series of 17 numbers and letters that appears on the first line of the label, immediately above the bars. Farmers may also complete and return their Census form in the mail. 
Federal law requires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual information confidential.  For more information, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. The Census of Agriculture is your voice, your future, your responsibility.
###

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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