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YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.






Sample Respond Feature Story Copy

Use this sample feature story copy highlighting the importance of responding to the Census in your organization’s newsletter, website or other agriculture publications. 
Census Helps Boost Rural Services for Farmers

Complete Your 2012 Census of Agriculture Form Today
As one farmer discovered during a recent winter, using Census of Agriculture data to educate local government leaders can help prevent potential havoc and hardship.

It all started when a Pennsylvania dairy producer learned that his county was looking to save money by cutting back on rural snow plow service. That was alarming news to the farmer, because tanker trucks rely on rural roads to pick up the farm’s milk and deliver it to processors and bottlers. A snow-packed road without plowing service would certainly interrupt the farm’s operations.

Enter the farmer armed with accurate, timely facts.

“I used the county data in the Census of Agriculture to show our county officials the value of all that milk produced and explained the need for commercial trucking for every dairy farm,” the farmer explained. “These officials had no idea of the size of the dairy industry in our county and reconsidered their plan for the snow removal budget with dairy farmers in mind.”
This case is a perfect example of the important role the Census can play in helping America’s farmers run a successful business.

Conducted only once every five years by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census is more than just a count of U.S. farms and the people who operate them. It is a look at land use and ownership, production practices, expenditures and other things that affect the way farmers do business in the 21st Century. 

Report forms for the 2012 Census of Agriculture should arrive in mailboxes any day now – if they haven’t already. Completed forms are due by February 4, 2013. Farmers can return their forms by mail, or online by visiting a secure website at www.agcensus.usda.gov. 

Results of the Census are published at the national, state, county, Congressional District – and even zip code levels. 
“Census information is used by companies, cooperatives, planners and lawmakers who serve farmers and rural communities – including federal, state and local governments, agribusinesses, trade associations and many others,” said Renee Picanso, director of NASS’s Census and Survey Division. “Farmers and ranchers can also use Census data to help make informed decisions about the future of their own operations.”
As proven by the story of the Pennsylvania dairy farmer, taking part in the Census is increasingly important to farmers and rural communities because it provides important information about the state of agriculture in every county of the United States. By completing 
your Census form you are helping shape farm programs, boost rural services, and grow your farm future.

“The Census of Agriculture gives farmers a voice to help spread the word about the value of farming,” added Picanso/or enter your name, organization, title here. “Along with their achievements as business men and women, U.S. farmers know about the demands and obstacles they face in their community and industry. Providing accurate and timely information during the Census helps tell the story of farming today, especially among urban and non-farming neighbors.”



Federal law requires all agricultural producers to participate in the Census and requires NASS to keep all individual information confidential. For more information about the Census, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828). The Census of Agriculture is your voice, your future, your responsibility. 
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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